ASCC SBS Panel
Approved Minutes

Thursday, January 30, 2014





9:30 – 11:00 AM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Haddad, Lam, Lin, MacGilvray, McMahon, Schwartz, Valle, Vankeerbergen.
AGENDA:
1. Approval of 1-16-14 minutes 
· Lin, Lam, unanimously approved
2. Minor in Health, Environment, Risk, & Science Communication (new)  
· Comment: Proposal/rationale is not very detailed.

· Comment: The advising sheet mentions the possibility of obtaining a variation from the program described with the approval of the Director of Undergraduate Studies. Q: Is that permissible? A: Yes, that is an advising issue. Usually, the changes are not substantial. This could happen, for example, if there is a need to substitute one course for another because a course on the minor will not be offered in the near future and the student will be graduating soon.
· Concurrences:

· It does not appear that concurrences were requested and/or obtained from CFAES and the College of Public Health.
· Were concurrences obtained from Business, Engineering, and Health and Rehabilitation Sciences? The requests for concurrences to those units are attached but not their responses.
· For clarity, when unit resubmits the updated concurrence pdf, please add a brief “cover paragraph” in which you list all the concurrences that were sent out with an explanation as to whether (a) a reply was received or (b) concurrence must be assumed (because 2 weeks elapsed and the School of Communication never heard back).
· In program rationale, add expected student enrollment and desired implementation date.
· Typos in rationale: 6th line: “In addition, the popularity of new [sic] on Science Communication suggests that the demand is there among students to study health, [sic] risk and science communication.” First [sic]: important word is left out. Second [sic]: word “environment” is left out.
· Advising sheet:
· “4998 – Undergraduate Research (1-15) (no more than 3 hours can count toward the minor)

4999H – Honors Thesis Research (1-12) (no more than 3 hours can count toward the minor)”
It will not be possible to permit up to 3 hrs in both courses. New CAA minors rules only allow up to 3 credits of S/U courses.
· Change advising wording: 
· 1st column: “To declare the minor, students should file the Minor Program Form with a college or school counselor.” Replace underlined part with “with the School of Communication advising office.”
· 2nd column: “Approval required: The minor program description sheet indicates if the minor course work must be approved by a college/school counselor.” Replace with “Approval required: The minor course work must be approved by the School of Communication advising office.” 
· 2nd column: “Changing the minor: Once the minor program is filed in the college office, any changes must be approved by a college/school counselor.” Replace with “Changing the minor: Once the minor program is filed in the college office, any changes must be approved by the School of Communication advising office.”
· Other edits:

· 1st column: add H version of 4240.
· 2nd column: “Arts and Sciences minor program guidelines”: change to “Health, Environment, Risk, and Science Communication minor program guidelines.”
· 2nd column: “Overlap with GEC.” Change to “Overlap with GE.”
· Lam, Lin, vote to table proposal
3. BA in World Politics (new) --guest: Professor Eric MacGilvray
· E. MacGilvray: Department of Political Science is in the midst of a multi-pronged updating of its curriculum. Peer research departments have a BA in World Politics as well (e.g., Rochester, Penn State, Michigan State).
· P. 3 of proposal: Please include who will examine assessment data (Director of Undergraduate Studies). 

· Q: How will decisions be made based on the data collected? A: It depends on what is found.

· Q: Is there a maximum number of hours that can be used on the major. A: No. Apparently FAES has a max stated, but this does not apply for ASC majors.
· Q: Why do advanced courses not address goal #1? A: Goal 1 of the major refers to “fundamental” or “basic” “understanding of the theories, research methods, and substantive issues that guide the study of political institutions and processes around the world ….” Therefore, more advanced courses do not address this goal.
· All other goals are achieved at an advanced level by every course. Q: Is this realistic? A: Yes.
· Add electives slot on advising sheet.

· Q: Are there some courses that will ideally fit in those elective slots? A: There are methodology courses that students will be advised to take as those electives.

· Q: Why is Political Science 4135 (American Constitutional Law) included in the BA in World Politics? A: It is probably included due to the necessity to know extent of presidential powers (for example, related to decisions to go to war). 
· Lam, Lin, unanimously approved (with 2 recommendations in italics above)
4. Political Science 3780 (new course; also requesting GE Data Analysis) 
· Is there a need for a concurrence from Stats? OAA instructions do mention that the Dept of Statistics should be consulted. Since the NMS Panel needs to review the course for the GE Data Analysis request and the faculty in charge of Statistics curriculum is a member of this panel, the course will be forwarded to that Panel with the request that the Dept of Statistics provide official feedback on the course at that level.

· This is a flipped classroom. Conversation about what a Distance Learning course is. Is flipped classroom a DL course? It is not clear. This will be discussed at the next A-Deans meeting.
· Question about the credit hours: will class meet for 3 hrs a week? Ask Dept to provide clarification. Panel would like to see days / times of scheduled meetings: e.g., Mondays and Wednesdays X:XXam –X:XX am.
· Concern that there is no grading scale. For course approval, one does not need grading scale (so that is fine).
· Lam, Lin, unanimously approved (with 1 recommendation in italics above)
5. BS in Political Science (new) --guest: Professor Eric MacGilvray
· E. MacGilvray: Difference with B.A. in Political Science: emphasis on methodological training & students choose at least one course from 3 of 4 subfields (instead of taking course work in 4 subfields in the BA)

· The major will interest people in the hard sciences.

· Add electives slot on advising sheet.

· p. 7: add 4781H
· Lam, Lin, unanimously approved (with 2 recommendations in italics above)

